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SENATE BI LL 5479

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators C enents, Hol ngui st, Rasnussen, Eide, Oem g and Benton

Read first tinme 01/22/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to classified staff to student ratios; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 150. 260; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that classified school
enpl oyees are an integral part of the K-12 school system of services
and supports to students. The public school system would not function
without the significant contributions of these enployees. These
services range from mai ntaining our investnent in the physical plants;
keepi ng our schools sanitary and cl ean; getting students safely to and
from school; mintaining a safe and secure environnment; providing
health services, food services, and clerical and financial support
services; and providing library assistance and instructional assistance
to students in the classroom as well as nmany other inval uabl e supports
to students, parents, and other staff within the school comunity. The
| egislature believes the contribution of classified school enployees
can and shoul d be enhanced to help all students succeed.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 150. 260 and 2006 c 263 s 322 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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The basic education allocation for each annual average full-tine
equi val ent student shall be determned in accordance with the follow ng
pr ocedur es:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public instruction
may recommend to the legislature a fornula based on a ratio of students
to staff for the distribution of a basic education allocation for each
annual average full-time equivalent student enrolled in a comon
school. The distribution fornula shall have the primary objective of
equal i zing educational opportunities and shall provide appropriate
recognition of the follow ng costs anong the various districts within
the state:

(a) Certificated instructional staff and their rel ated costs;

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff and their related costs;

(c) Cassified staff and their related costs;

(d) Nonsal ary costs;

(e) Extraordinary costs, including school facilities, of renote and
necessary schools as judged by the superintendent of public
instruction, with recomendations from the school facilities citizen
advi sory panel under RCW 28A.525. 025, and small high school s, including
costs of additional certificated and classified staff; and

(f) The attendance of students pursuant to RCW 28A. 335.160 and
28A. 225. 250 who do not reside within the servicing school district.

(2)(a) This fornmula for distribution of basic education funds shal

be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recoomended fornula shall be subject to approval, anendnent or
rejection by the |egislature. The fornmula shall be for allocation

purposes only. Wiile the legislature intends that the allocations for
additional instructional staff be used to increase the ratio of such
staff to students, nothing in this section shall require districts to
reduce the nunber of adm nistrative staff bel ow existing |evels.

(b) The fornula adopted by the legislature shall reflect the
followng ratios at a mninmm (i) Forty-nine certificated
instructional staff to one thousand annual average full-tine equival ent
students enrolled in grades kindergarten through three; (ii) forty-six
certificated instructional staff to one thousand annual average
full-time equival ent students in grades four through twelve; (iii) four
certificated admnistrative staff to one thousand annual average
full-time equivalent students in grades kindergarten through twelve;
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and (iv) ((sixteen and sixty-seven one-hundredths classified personnel
to—oene—thousand)) one classified staff unit for each forty annual

average full-tinme equival ent students enrolled in grades kindergarten
t hrough twel ve.

(c) In the event the legislature rejects the distribution fornula
recommended by the governor, wthout adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution fornmula for the previous school year shal
remain in effect: PROVI DED, That the distribution fornula devel oped
pursuant to this section shall be for state apportionnent and
equal i zati on purposes only and shall not be construed as mnandati ng
specific operational functions of |ocal school districts other than
those program requirenents identified in RCW 28A 150.220 and
28A. 150. 100. The enrollnment of any district shall be the annual
average nunber of full-tinme equivalent students and part-tine students
as provided in RCW 28A. 150.350, enrolled on the first school day of
each nonth and shall exclude full-tinme equivalent students wth
disabilities recogni zed for the purposes of allocation of state funds
for progranms under RCW 28A. 155. 010 t hrough 28A. 155. 100. The definition
of full-time equivalent student shall be determned by rules of the
superintendent of public instruction: PROVI DED, That the definition
shall be included as part of the superintendent's biennial budget
request: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That any revision of the present
definition shall not take effect wuntil approved by the house
appropriations conmttee and the senate ways and neans conmttee:
PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the office of financial managenent shall nake
a nonthly review of the superintendent's reported full-tinme equival ent
students in the comon schools in conjunction with RCW43. 62. 050.

(3)(a) Certificated instructional staff shall include those persons
enpl oyed by a school district who are nonsupervi sory enpl oyees within
t he neani ng of RCW41.59.020(8): PROVIDED, That in exceptional cases,
peopl e of unusual conpetence but wthout certification nay teach
students so long as a certificated person exercises (¢enera
super vi si on: PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the hiring of such classified
peopl e shall not occur during a labor dispute and such classified
people shall not be hired to replace certificated enployees during a
| abor di spute.

(b) Certificated adm nistrative staff shall include all those
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